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ORN Vision

 ‘Support and encourage everyone to 
responsibly enjoy and engage with the 

outdoors’



ORN Academic Research Group
The ORN Academic Research Group (ARG) helps researchers 

share insights with each other and with those who work in more 
practice and policy fields. The sessions take place on a 

quarterly basis online and contributions are welcome on 
research topics related to outdoor recreation from those 

working in universities and colleges, research institutions, and 
sector organisations.
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Professor of Public Health and Planetary Health, Centre for Public Health, Queen’s 
University Belfast

Dr Shay Mullineaux
Research Fellow – SPACE and GroundsWell projects, Centre of Public Health, Queen’s 
University Belfast

Dr Niamh O’Kane
Research Fellow and science communication/impact lead – SPACE and GroundsWell 
projects, Centre for Public Health, Queen’s University Belfast
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What is a Geoportal?

It is a site where users can explore, 
discover, download and visualise 
spatial data relating to the work in 
the SPACE project



This work was supported by UK Research and Innovation [ES/V016075/1]

➢ The SPACE Geoportal was built online using esri ArcGIS online
software

➢ The Portal itself is configured using esri Hub
➢ The Map Viewer is using Experience Builder

Benefits:
• QUB AGOL set up allowed for ease of software access
• Cloud based data storage, no server maintenance
• Automatic Software updates will allow the site to improve with technology
• Familiar interface for GIS users

Specification
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Data sources

Data has been collected from a variety of open data sources and 
harmonised and organised into themes. Where data has been 
reprojected or processed it has been noted in the metadata

Anything downloadable is covered by Open Government
Licence

The data is all authoritative to our knowledge but ultimately the 
responsibility for the quality lies with the data owner and 
contacts are referenced.
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Metadata/ More information

If there is more than one layer in a 
dataset this page showing all the 
information, select the year/layer 
below
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SPACE Map Viewer – Layer list for comparing data
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Comparing layers using Transparency
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Using Pop-ups for more 
information
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Using Basemaps
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Print
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3D Viewer (BETA)
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Training Resources contains 
introductions to some of the 
areas the team are 
investigating and the 
techniques being used in the 
research
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Environment and health
factsheets and videos
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SPACE RESEARCH PROJECT APPROACH

16



An Integrated Approach to Environmental 
Exposures

CHROMIUM IN SOILS AND THE NOISE 
ROAD NETWORK MAP

This work was supported by UK Research and Innovation [ES/V016075/1]



Synergisms around Roads

Cr mg/kg NO2 ug.m-3

This work was supported by UK Research and Innovation [ES/V016075/1]



Synergisms around Roads

Cr mg/kg NO2 ug.m-3

This work was supported by UK Research and Innovation [ES/V016075/1]



This work was supported by UK Research and Innovation [ES/V016075/1]
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Thank you

Access the SPACE

website: https://www.qub.ac.uk/sites/space/

Access the SPACE geoportal: SPACE Geoportal

(arcgis.com)

http://www.qub.ac.uk/sites/space/
https://space-geoportal-queensub.hub.arcgis.com/
https://space-geoportal-queensub.hub.arcgis.com/
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Policy and impact tools from 
the SPACE project

Dr Niamh O’Kane

Shaping Outdoor Environments to 
Promote Healthy Ageing
Wed 4th Dec 2024



The SPACE approach to policy and impact

• Engaging with a range of stakeholders

• Understanding how people want to receive information

• Responding to challenges and opportunities

• Co-creation of resources and outputs

• In-person and online events and activities

• Simple and ‘sustainable’ outputs





Types of outputs and activities from SPACE

• Evidence Gap Map

• Reports

• Video series

• Factsheets

• Webinars

• Podcast

• Journal articles

• Training materials

• Events

• Social media

• Children’s books

• Geoportal



Evidence gap map

https://bit.ly/4fXUvfV

https://bit.ly/4fXUvfV
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➢ The SPACE Geoportal was built online using esri ArcGIS online
software

➢ The Portal itself is configured using esri Hub
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Specificati

on
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Data sources

Data has been collected from a variety of open data sources and 
harmonised and organised into themes. Where data has been 
reprojected or processed it has been noted in the metadata

Anything downloadable is covered by Open Government
Licence

The data is all authoritative to our knowledge but ultimately the 
responsibility for the quality lies with the data owner and 
contacts are referenced.
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This work was supported by UK Research and Innovation [ES/V016075/1]

Metadata/ More information

If there is more than one layer in a 
dataset this page showing all the 
information, select the year/layer 
below
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SPACE Map Viewer – Layer list for

comparing data
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Comparing layers using

Transparency
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Using Pop-ups for

more 

information

40



This work was supported by UK Research and Innovation [ES/V016075/1]

Using

Basemaps
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Prin

t
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3D Viewer

(BETA)
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Training Resources contains 
introductions to some of the 
areas the team are 
investigating and the 
techniques being used in the 
research
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Environment and health
factsheets and videos
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SPACE RESEARCH PROJECT

APPROACH
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An Integrated Approach to Environmental Exposures

CHROMIUM IN SOILS AND THE NOISE ROAD NETWORK MAP

This work was supported by UK Research and Innovation [ES/V016075/1]



Synergisms around

Roads
Cr mg/kg NO2 ug.m-3
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Evidence gap map



SPACE policy workshops report

• In collaboration with Involve NI

• Three consecutive workshops

• Leadership for healthy people and planet: 

an invitation to accelerate integrated policy 

and action on health and environment

• Bring together diverse perspectives to share 

knowledge and experiences

• What does a shared policy agenda addressing 

systemic relationships between health and 

environment look like?



SPACE policy workshops report REPORT

WEBINAR

https://bit.ly/3Vk39NP

https://bit.ly/3ZjFvlo

https://bit.ly/3Vk39NP
https://bit.ly/3ZjFvlo


Accessibility and Inclusion on the Connswater 
Community Greenway (CCG)

• EastSide Greenways, Studio idir, Baroudeur 

Consultancy

• Stakeholder and community engagement process

• Look at CCG through lens of accessibility and 

inclusion

• Emphasis on engaging with older people and 

people with disabilities

• Recommendations that can be actioned in 

short/medium/long term



Accessibility and Inclusion on the Connswater
Community Greenway

WEBINAR

Available on 

website soon

REPORT

https://bit.ly/3CP3UYA

https://bit.ly/3CP3UYA


Healthy Ageing in Rural and Coastal Areas of 
Northern Ireland

• Age NI, The Paul Hogarth Company

• Understand challenges to healthy ageing in rural and coastal 

environments

• In response to Chief Medical Officer for England’s 2023 annual 

report about health in an ageing society - highlighted that rural 

and coastal areas will see faster growing numbers of older people

• Community and stakeholder engagement

• Suggested solutions and recommendations to address challenges 

and barriers to ageing healthily in rural/coastal areas



Healthy Ageing in Rural and Coastal Areas of 
Northern Ireland

REPORT

https://bit.ly/3OyeR3o

VIDEO

https://bit.ly/3ViTGpK

https://bit.ly/3OyeR3o
https://bit.ly/3ViTGpK


Factsheets



Factsheets

Topic overview

Input from 

stakeholders and 

Healthy Ageing 

Advisory Group

What next? 

Take home message

https://bit.ly/4iiE6UY

https://bit.ly/4iiE6UY


Videos

https://bit.ly/4iiE6UY

https://bit.ly/4iiE6UY


Webinars

https://bit.ly/3OC3dEC

https://bit.ly/3OC3dEC


Podcasts

https://bit.ly/4geO2Nk

https://bit.ly/4geO2Nk




qub.ac.uk/sites/space

@spacequb

space@qub.ac.uk

niamh.okane@qub.ac.uk

@okaneniamh

mailto:space@qub.ac.uk
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