
Wildlife, People, and Place: 
Lessons from South Stack





Wildlife in the UK
11% is designated (state of nature report)
1 in 6 species are facing extinction

Lowland heathland is amazing!
Rarer than Rainforests
UK has approximately 20%
Cultural and endangered landscape.
80% lost in UK since 1800.
In Wales Anglesey Lowland Heathland (900ha) is 12.5%, 1.7% of UK.



South Stack’s place in the UK’s network of important places for wildlife

Its importance is reflected in multiple classifications and designations for nature and geology

• Glannau Ynys Gybi/ Holy Island Coast Special Protection Area (SPA), classified for
breeding and non-breeding Chough.

• Glannau Ynys Gybi/ Holy Island Coast Special Area of Conservation (SAC), classified for:
Vegetated Sea Cliffs of the Atlantic and Baltic Coasts and European dry heath are among the
best in the UK and themost important in NorthWales.

• Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), designated for notified features including exposed
Precambrian Rock formations, Silver-studded Blue butterfly, several lichen and plants
including South Stack Fleawort, Spotted Rockrose, Pale Heath Violet, Golden Samphire and
Rock sea-lavender.

• The seas below South Stack Cliffs are part of the North Anglesey Marine/Gogledd Môn
Forol SAC and the Anglesey Terns/Morwenoliaid Ynys Môn SPA.

• Anglesey National Landscape

• GeoMôn UNESCO Global Geopark.



Key species:

Silver studded blue butterflies.

Chough

South stack fleawort, spotted rock-rose

Lichens – Ciliate strap, Golden hair, Cladonia peziziformis

Bare and open ground: Pale heath violet, Portland 
spurge, Seaside centuary, Western Clover (1987 Wales).

Cliffs: Golden Samphire, Rock sea-lavender. 

Geology



Mr Independent slabs
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What is next?
Mapping
Signage
Agreements
MOD
Anglesey coastal forum
Collaboration
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